SEPTEMBER 2011, OFFENBURG, GERMANY

The Third International Environmental Best
Practices (EBP3) Conference
13-16 September 2011, Offenburg, Germany

In September 2011 an international audience met at the Offenburg University of Applied Sciences (HS
Offenburg).
In the evening of September 12 time had come: the organizing team of the international
conference “Environmental Best Practices 3” (EBP3) had assembled in restaurant “Tritschler” in
“Lange Strasse” in Offenburg for an informal meeting to meet external participants arriving in the
eve before the start of the conference.
EBP3 offered an ideal platform for the university and its Polish partner Department of Environmental
Biotechnology at the University of Warmia and Mazury (UWM) in Olsztyn (Poland) to present their activities
in the areas bio- and environmental technologies as well as sustainable energies. The topics of the oral and
poster presentations included:
• water treatment and protection,
• waste treatment,
• environmental management,
• environmental toxicology,
• air pollution control, as well as,
• sustainable energies including geothermics, solar energy, biogas, microbial fuel cells and biorefinement.
This was the very first event of this type and size at HS Offenburg. The preceding conferences
EBP1 and EBP2 had taken place at UWM in Olsztyn in 2006 and at Jagiellonian University in Krakow
(Poland) in 2009. Jointly with its partner UWM Olsztyn, since 2009 HS Offenburg also offers the
international masters’ degree programme “Process Engineering” (MPE). In addition, both universities
jointly publish the scientific journal “Environmental Biotechnology”.
The conference EBP3 had been preceded by intensive preparations. The two authors of this article
acted as general and scientific chairs. And finally, a conference is, apart from scientific contributions,
incomplete without an attractive social programme. Apart from the informal meeting at the eve of the
conference this comprised the guided tour of Offenburg town under the motto “Offenburg, centre of
the revolution in Baden 1847 to 1849”, the official conference dinner at Staufenberg castle in Durbach
near Offenburg, and an excursion with guided tour to nearby Strasbourg in France.
All previous doubts were eventually dispelled by the ambitious programme of five keynote
speeches, 22 oral and 25 poster presentations, as well as the approximately 80 participants and their
positive feedback. The participants had come, apart from Germany and Poland, from Portugal, Czech
Republic, Chile, Colombia and the USA. This confirmed that HS Offenburg can offer a suitable
ambience for such an event.
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A selection of the presentations will be published in coming issues of “Environmental Biotechnology”.
The date and location of the successive conference EBP4 have not yet been fixed.
The authors would like to thank all members of the university, all sponsors and all guests, who
participated in the preparation or attended the conference and made the event such a success.
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